
                  REUNION DAY 2024

                   CLASS OF 1954

                       CELEBRATING 70 YEARS



Elsie Ormerod 

Marie Andreychuk, Elizabeth Herod, Elsie Ormerod

Sister Evelyn Riordan’54, Sister Maris Stella’56

1954    YEARBOOK AT CHRISTMAS

Elsie Ormerod,  Lois Stewart,  

Elizabeth Herod,  Lorna Martin

SEPTEMBER CLASS

Marie Andreychuk Joanne Ball 

Audrey Binkley  Helen Black 

Barbara Blanchard Mary Brady

Mary Brooker  Ann Brown 

Dale Bond  Marion Brough 

Audrey Bull  Grace Carpenter 

Anne Columbus  Mary Lou Comerford 

Dorothy Cornwell Bernice Cox 

Patricia Cunningham Shirley Davidson 

Eileen Dobrucki  Dorothy Ferney 

Donna Finnerty  Lucy Fujimoto 

Doreen Hemming Elizabeth Herod 

Gwen Hummell  Marion Hunter

Audrey Kempa  Marilyn Laur

Donna Leavitt  Elizabeth Lemon 

Patricia Malott  Loretta Mann 

Lois Martin  Lorna Martin 

Mary McDonnell  Rita McGibbon 

Marilyn Mills  Barbara Mutch 

Elsie Ormerod  Pearl Oster 

Geraldine Pennell Margaret Sharpe 

Edna Smith  Lois Stewart 

Dianne Sullivan  Suzanne Tambeau 

Beverly Tyne  Irene Waterson 

Joan White  Lois White 

Sister M. Evelyn  Sister M. Rita
Constance Brough’55, Marion Brough’54

Sister Bonaventure

1954 Blue School Blazer



“Capping”         January 31, 1952

Black Bands for class of 1953,         Caps for class of 1954

Agnes Clark’53, Marilyn Laur’54, Grace Carpenter’54, Mary Costie’53

Audrey Bull, Rita McGibbon

Class Glee club directed by 

Shirley Davidson ‘54

Patricia Fletcher ’52

Welcome Address given by 

Patricia Fletcher ‘54 and the 

Graduating Class. 

Winnifred Walker’47, Pearl Oster’54 Lois White, Pearl Oster, Elsie Ormerod Shirley Davidson, Joan Binkley



“Capping”         May 29, 1952

Murion Brough, June Sweeney, Dale Bond

Welcome Address given by 

Mary Hauser ’53

Songs by the “New Nurses” 

Marion Brough ’54 and her daughter

Reunion day 2011

FEBRUARY CLASS

Lillian Allingham 

Irene Ashworth 

Lois Beattie 

Marion Crawford 

Frances Hewlett 

Regina Kawalski 

Mary McLaughlin 

Joanne Merry  

Ruby Mitchell

Irene Pickell 

Margaret Shonicker 

Marie Smoke 

Marilyn Sullivan 

Ann Vacola 

Jennie Vacola  

Pat Cunningham, Marion Brough, Audrey Bull, 

Lois Marie White Lorna Martin, Shirley Davidson, Donna Leavitt

Pat Cunningham, Dale Bond

Sister Bonaventure, Sister Virginia

Marilyn Mills,  Helen Black,  Lorna Martin,  

Lois Stewart,  Mary Brooker,  Elizabeth  Herod

January Newsletter 2001



1954    YEARBOOK AT EASTER

Mary Ann Turcotte’56 Audrey Bull’54 Lois Martin’54 Gwen Hummell’54

Lois White’54 Phyllis Simon’55 Patricia D’Aoust’55 Kaye Bryne’55

Marie Andreychuk, Pat Cunningham, Joan Binkley

Miss Brine, Sister Bonaventure, Sister Virginia 

Joan Binkley’54



Audrey Bull’54

Winnifred Walker’47, Sister Mary Daniel’47, 

Eva Neal Staneff’51

1960          Piped In Oxygen

Lois Stewart ‘54, Margaret Spracklin ‘60, 

William Duffy, Oxygen Technician
Loretta Mann, Elsie Ormerod, 

Elizabeth Lemon



In celebration of the 100th anniversary of the founding of the

St Joseph’s Hamilton School of Nursing

With great appreciation for the inspiration and legacy that

the School of Nursing built for today’s Nurses at St Joseph’s.

We are deeply grateful to the members of the Alumni for the foundation and 

pillars of learning, compassion, dedication and innovation you created.

Together with our patients and colleagues,

we will continue to build on your legacy. 

May 10, 2011

Kevin Smith, President & C.E.O. St Joseph’s Health System

Winnie Doyle, Chief Nursing Executive

Our Lady’s Garden Party               May 31, 1954

To the familiar strains of “O Mary we crown thee with blossoms to-day” and following Our lady’s blue 

and white banner, a large number of uniformed nurses slowly wended their way to the outdoor shrine 

of our Blessed Mother in the Hospital Garden. 

Immediately proceeding Miss Lois White, charming in white gown and flowing satin mantle, were six 

little angels from Sacred Heart Parish, and a flower girl in pink net. Train bearers in long white 

gowns, white gloves and blue and white head dress, enhanced by the limpid blue of their sparkling 

eyes, complete the little crowning group. 

After Miss White had placed the crown of flowers on our lady’s brow, the congregation of priests, 

Sisters nurses, men, women and children recited the rosary, led by Father P. J. Donlan 

O.F.M. of Winona. 

Father Mattice of St Lawrence’s parish, the guest speaker referred to the event as “The Queen’s 

Garden Party. He said all have come here out of love and respect to our Mother. 

He gave a brief history of the Crowning Ceremony. 

The crown, he said should remind us of the Rosary by which we show honour, love and respect to 

Mary and should be used as a means of living a life of purity and charity. 

He also compared the rosary to a shield. “

“Look upon it as a shield and a source of strength, to ward off all the onslaughts of evil against 

ourselves, those we love and those under our care.”

After this simple but eloquent address the Blessed Sacrament was brought from the chapel to the altar 

erected for the occasion. 

Against the background of a glorious sunset and all nature in its fresh green verdure, the Eternal Son 

of God, housed in His little gold monstrance was raised aloft in blessing by Father O’Brien, the 

hospital chaplain.  

As the curtains of twilight were softly gliding down from Heaven’s height, a truly impressive and 

inspiring ceremony  -  the first outdoor Crowning of St Joseph’s was brought to a close with the 

singing of “Holy God we Praise Thy Name.  

October Newsletter 2004
Janina                Bev                Bev           Cheryl                Pam           Mary       Shirley Ann       Marie           Karen 

Berenyi’65   Greenwood’70    Peck’58   McQueen’66     Fisher’69    Cino’58        Wray’55     Yakimoff’54   Martin’69

2011     Nurses Award Banquet

1958 – 1960       Lorna Martin’54  served on the Alumnae Executive as 2nd Vice President

1970 – 1973       Lorna served on the Advisory Committee

1973 – 1975       Lorna served as the 1st Vice President 

1976 – 1979       Lorna served as President of the Alumnae  

1979 – 1980       Lorna served as the Past President  

Lorna Martin’54





Written by 

Donna Leavitt’54

Sister Virginia Hanlon’45

Back Row:  Patricia McDonnell,  Lois Stewart, 

                    Dorothy Ferney

Front Row:  Marilyn Mills,  Rita McGibbon,  

                    Anne Brown

Marie Andreychuk Yakimoff’54, 

Patricia Faulkner Duxbury’66

Gwen Hummel, Lorna  Martin



Lois White’54

BACK ROW: Helen Black, Suzanne Tambeau, Lorna Martin, 

                      Mary Lillian Brooker

FRONT ROW: Lucy Fugimoto, Patricia Mallot, Pearl Oster, 

                      Edna Smith, Joan Binkley, Barb Blanchard



Dorothy Cromwell’54

Lois Martin & friend set sail next summer

 for a 2 month tour of England Abbeys, 

castles, fabled villages & a visit

 to London Town

Ann Marie Brown plans to take 

off for the Dutch West Indies. 

Her parents are there with the 

American Consulate

Gerry Pennell is heading to 

the Montreal General where 

her sister is in training.

Margaret Sharpe is 

heading to California 

Helen Black is wishing to 

continue her studies in 

Operating – Room Technique 

at John Hopkins Clinic

Elsie Ormerod and Lois Stewart are 

interested in post - graduate courses 

in obstetrics at the Margaret Hague 

Hospital in New jersey.

Mary Lillian Brooker, Ann Columbus and Dorothy Cornwell 

contemplate a trip to Europe in about 2 years



Written by 

Lois Martin’54

Sister Virginia, Sister Bonaventure

Elizabeth Herod, Margaret Sharpe, Mary Lillian Brooker, 

Rita McGibbon, Audrey Bull

Christmas on  Paediatrics 

with Vera Summers ‘55 

and Marie Andreychuk Yakimoff ‘54



Agnes Stipsits’55Noreen Mousseau’55 
Joan Hayes’54

Marie Davey’54 Ruth McGillivray’54Constance Brough’54

1954    YEARBOOK AT  GRADUATION

Joan White, Edna Smith, Doreen Hemming



GRADUATION 1954

Wednesday May 26, 1954

Auditorium

Cathedral of Christ the King 



Beverly Tyne, Geraldine Pennell
Marilyn Mills, Lois Stewart, 

Elizabeth Herod, Elsie Ormerod  



Graduation exercises were held May 26, 1954 in the auditorium of the Cathedral of Christ the King.  

64 nurses were presented with their certificates by the Most Rev. Joseph F. Ryan. 

Graduation pins were pinned on by Sister Bonaventure, director of the School of Nursing. 

Most Rev. C. L. Nelligan, Assumption College, Windsor gave the graduation address. 

He recalled the heroism of nurses in war and peace, he urged the graduates to emulate these heroines. 

He chose to interpret the initials of the profession “R.N.” as Real Nurses advising them not to remain satisfied 

with their degree but to achieve greater heights by keeping pace with modern nursing techniques and the 

expanding knowledge of the profession. 

Dr Downes chief of medical staff of the hospital was chairman for the occasion. 

He mentioned that 10 graduates were taking post graduate courses. 

In his address he noted the 550 bed hospital required 750 people to look after its patients of which in 1953, there 

were 20,000 bed (indoor) patients and 34,000 in the outdoor department. 

He added that another new wing is badly needed to keep up with the demand for service. 

Speakers at the event, included Mayor Lloyd D Jackson and Dr Thomas Tweedie, 

                                                          president of the Academy of Medicine. 

Fewer prizes were given but they have a special purpose of stimulating leadership in the nursing field being in 

the form of scholarships for already graduated and graduating nurses, and as prizes for highest standing in 

theory in each of the three student years. 

Newsletter January 1997

Elizabeth Herod 

Newman’54



Genevieve Pawlus’53,  Pauline Cramp’53,  Lois Stewart’54,  Mary Lou Laur’54

Prize Winners of the class of 1954 

Lois Stewart was awarded a scholarship for post graduate study. 

Mary Lou Laur won the prize for highest standing in theory in senior year. 

Michell Lockhart ’55 won the prize for highest standing in theory in intermediate year. 

Shirley Sycamore ’56 won the prize for highest standing in theory in junior year. 

Shirley Sycamore was later known as Sister Raymond Marie. 

Genevieve Pawlus Reg. N. 1953 was awarded a scholarship for post graduate work in nursing education. 

Pauline Cramp Reg. N. 1953 was awarded a scholarship for post graduate work in nursing education. 

Audrey Kempa’54

gave the Valedictory Address



Articles published in the

 Hamilton Spectator

The Most Rev. C. L. Nelligan of Windsor addressed the graduating class of St. Joseph’s Hospital telling them that a graduation of nurses always was an impressive and inspiring 

ceremony. Its significance seemed to him to spring from the aspect that a number of young women, after 3 years of careful and comprehensive training in an atmosphere of religion 

and in accordance with ethical principles of their chosen profession now stand in anticipation. The foundations have been laid deep and solid and substantial and the interlacing of 

religious faith has the guarantee of their enduring stability. 

I wish to extend my sincere congratulations to a group who are all too frequently forgotten on an occasion like this. I have reference to the good parents whose sacrificies, oft times 

heroic have made this graduation day possible. If indeed the crown of success rests securely upon the heads of these young women this afternoon, it is due in a large measure to the 

encouragement from their parents and to their never failing support and sympathy in the difficult and sometimes discouraging struggle towards the realization of long cherished 

ambitions. 

And now my dear graduates, I want to speak to you with all the profound conviction and sincerity of my soul. I need hardly remind you at the very outset that yours is one of the 

noblest professions to which a woman can aspire. It is a work with the Great Physician Himself signally blesses as done unto Himself – “I was sick, and you visited Me” The nursing 

profession as we know it today has indeed a great wealth of tradition. It embraces the courage, the selfsacrifice and the devotednessof Florence Nightingale who with a number of 

Irish Sisters of Charity and Sisters of Mercy and a small group of lay  nurses effected a most necessary reform in the care of the British wounded during the Crimean War. 

Front Row:   Doreen Hemming,  Pat Cunningham,  Lucy Fujimoto,  Pearl Oster

2nd Row:  Loretta Mann,  Margaret Sharpe,  Pat Mallett,  Marion Brough,  Joanne Boll

Back Row:  Pat McDonnell,  Anne Brown,  Donna Leavitt



Lois Stewart’54 Mary Lou Laur’54 Michelle Lockhart’54 Shirley Sycamore’54Pauline Cramp’53Genevieve Pawlus’53

Class of 1954          Celebrating 50 Years

Lois Beatty, Marion Brough, Marie Smoke, 

Irene Ashworth

Lois Stewart’54



1954      Graduates      Published in the Hamilton Spectator



Mary Brady

Nursing memorabilia from Mary Margaret Porcelli, (Mollie Brady’54)

 was donated to the Alumnae Archives by her daughter Diane Porcelli.

“My mother was quite proud of her profession as a Registered Nurse and would be very pleased 

that her memories are going  to the St. Joseph’s Nurses Alumnae. 

Her final years of nursing were as Head Nurse of Labour and Delivery.”

Mary Brady’54 Dorothy Ferney, Audrey Kempa, 

Mary Brady



GRADUATION   1954

Senior Graduate Duties

Articles donated by Mary M. Brady



Articles donated by Mary M. Brady

Back Row:  Loretta Mann,  Donna Finnerty,  Marion Hunter,  

                    Diane Sullivan,  Mary Lou Commerford

Front Row:  Mary Lou Laur,  Audrey Kempa   



Articles donated by Mary M. Brady



Articles donated by Mary M. Brady

Pg 4Pg 3Pg 2Pg 1

Mary Brady



Reunion Day 2015

Elizabeth Herod Newman ’54 said Grace. 

(Alumnae President 1960 – 1962)

1958 – 1960     Elizabeth Herod’54 served on the Alumnae Executive as 1st Vice President

1960 - 1962      Elizabeth served as President 

1962 - 1963      Elizabeth served as Past President  

1963 - 1964      Elizabeth served as Corresponding Secretary

1964 - 1966      Elizabeth served as a member of the Advisory Board

Elizabeth Herod 

Newman’54

Marie Andreychuk Yakimoff’54, 

Doreen Duncan Valente’55 Reunion Day 2017



Sister M. Bonaventure

Dr W. P. Downes 

Father A. J. O’Brien



Sister M. Geraldine
Campfire at Undermount

Donna Finnerty,  Lorna Martin,  Gwen Hummell,  

Mary Lou Commerford,  Doreen Hemming

October Newsletter 2009

Plaque in memory of fellow classmates 

placed on a bench in the Spiritual Garden Hospital Site 



Picture donated by the daughter  of Nancy McIntyre (on right) at the 

St Joseph’s Nurses Dance 1951. Nancy did not graduate. 

REUNION DAY 2024

Elsie Ormerod Wilson’54, Irene Field Monas’57, Pat LaFlamme Savelli’57, 

Helen Crotty Glinka Barry’56, Margaret Lagan O’Donnell’56, Carrol Karsten’56, Eileen Hunter Kelly’47

REUNION DAY 2024

 Elsie Ormerod Wilson’54 and 

Eileen Hunter Kelly ‘47 

were the most senior graduates 

attending the reunion.

Elsie Ormerod Wilson’54 with her son.

Elsie is an Honorary Alumnae Member. 



Lois Stewart ‘54
Ruth Milne ‘58

1958 -  1960      Lois Stewart’54 served on the Alumnae Executive as the President

1960 - 1962       Lois served as Past President 

1963 - 1965       Lois served as  2nd Vice President  /  Publicity Convenor

1965 - 1967       Lois served as 3rd Vice President  /  Publicity Convenor  /  Monthly Newsletter

1968 – 1970      Lois served as a member of the Advisory Board

1979 – 1983      Lois served as a member of the Advisory Board

1983 – 1989      Lois served as the recording secretary 

The Way We Were

written in 1976 by 

Lois Stewart’54 and Ruth Milne’58

This book contains a collection of excerpts 

from the minutes of the Alumnae 

with some personal observations of the authors. 

Newsletter 1990Ann Brown ‘54



Joan Keating Boxer ‘54

Posted in the October Newsletter 2004



Written by Marie Andreychuk Yakimoff’54

Published in the Newsletter 2002

Jeanne Mance

November 12, 1606 -  June 18, 1673

1957 -  1958        Marie Andreychuk’54 served on the Alumnae Executive as the  Recording Secretary

2001 – 2011        Marie served on the Alumnae Executive as the Mass Coordinator 



Many hundreds of well-wishers called at Undermount during the annual Christmas Bazaar held at St. Joseph’s 

Hospital Auxiliary. Last year’s bazaar raised $3000. It is being planned to use some of the proceeds this year to 

purchase croupettes and bassinettes for the infants ward at St Joseph’s Hospital.

The Auxiliary is growing and becoming an increasingly active assisting / group to the Sisters of St Joseph in 

helping to add special equipment to increase the hospital’s efficiency and supply items which will bring extra 

comfort to patients.  There are now 253 members in the auxiliary. 

The Undermount nurses residence made an unusually homey setting for the bazaar this year, being gaily 

decorated with one big Christmas tree, and much greenery, colourful candles and other traditional touches. 

April 29, 1954

Annual meeting of St Joseph’s Hospital Auxillary
Newsletter 1998

Audrey Bull Pickard ‘54, Sister Ann Marshall ‘56

Elizabeth Herod Newman ‘54, Marie Andreychuk Yakimoff ‘54

Reunion Day 1990

Barbara Blanchard Hogan’54   

   Joan Binkley Stroud’54

Patricia LaFlamme Savelli’57, Mary Haley Tilden’42,  

Marie Andreychuk Yakimoff’54



Class of 1954      Celebrating 45 Years

Top Row:    Betty Lemon,  Anne Brown,  Rita McGibbon,  Marion Brough

Back Row:  Gerry Pennell,  Marg Sharpe,  Audrey Bull,  Doreen Hemming,  Beverly Tyne,  Pearl Oster, 

                    Diane Sullivan, Suzanne Tambeau, Liz Herod,  Donna Leavitt,  

Front Row:  Donna Finnerty, Mary Lou Commerford,  Joan Binkley

Class of 1954     Celebrating 55 Years

Back Row:   Betty Lemon,  Joan Binkley,  Ruby Mitchell,  Audrey Bull,  Doreen Leavitt,  

                     Grace Carpenter, Mary Commerford, Marie Andreychuk

Front Row:  Shirley Davidson,  Marion Brough,  Lois White,  Donna Finnerty



Audrey Bull Pickard ’54, Marie Andreychuk Yakimoff ’54

 Elizabeth Herod Newman’54, Sister Virginia’45, Sister Patricia’50                       

Sister Edna   Sister Caroline ’59   Sister Rita Wiggins ’54   Sister Benigna
Picture taken in yard of Marygrove Nurses Residence

Sisters identified by Sister Ann Marshall’56

CLASS OF 1954                       CELEBRATING 50 YEARS

TOP ROW:         Donna Leavitt, ? Gwen Hummel (behind), Ann Columbus,  ?,  ?, Marie Andreychuk, Dale Bond, Pearl Oster, 

                            Audrey Bull, Doreen Hemming,  ? , Audrey Kempa,  Mary Lou Commerford, Betty Lemon,  ? , 

                            Eileen Dobrucki, Joan White, Edna Smith

2ND ROW:          Donna Finnerty, Lois White, Barb Blanchard, Sister Bonaventure, Sister Virginia, Marion Brough, Lois Stewart, 

                           Shirley Davidson

FRONT ROW:  Sister Rita, Joan Binkley, Lorna Martin, Elsie Ormerod  

Class of 1954      

 Celebrating 50 Years



February 2011

The Celebration of the 100 year anniversary of St Joseph/s School of 

Nursing started with this Commemorative Calendar highlighting some 

of our nursing days at St. Joe’s

May 27, 2011

All Alumnae members were given a commemorative calendar at the 

reunion day dinner

Shirley Ann Wray’55, Marie Andreychuk Yakimoff’54

Shirley Ann Wray’55 and Marie Andreychuk Yakimoff’54 

retire from the Alumnae Executive as Mass Coordinators

after 11 years of service  Marie Andreychuk ‘54, Patricia Andreychuk ’56

Reunion Day 2016

Marie Andreychuk Yakimoff’54

Reunion Day 2008

Marie Andreychuk ‘54

Reunion Day 2013



Class of 1954     Celebrating 60 Years

Donna Finnerty,  Audrey Bull,  Marion Brough,  Mary Lou Commerford, 

Betty Lemon,  Joan Binkley 

Graduation Address    -    delivered by Mr. D. C. Gaskin

President of the Studebaker Corporation of Canada, Ltd

Member of the Hospital Advisory Board 

Plaque donated by the Class of 1954, celebrating their 60th Anniversary    

 Reunion Day 2014
March 1, 1954

An increase of $1 per day in ward and room rates was announced by Sister Geraldine, Mother Superior of St. Joseph’s Hospital 

Sister Geraldine attributed the increase mainly to the increased wages being paid the staff and the necessity of taking on new staff. 

The new ward rate is $7 per day. Those patients in 3 & 4 bed rooms will pay eight dollars. Semi-private rooms will be $9 while 

private accommodation will range from $9.50 to $14. 

General Hospital rates range from $7.50 for a 6 bed room to $15 for private accommodation. 

June 22, 1954          Committee of Adjustment

St. Joseph’s Hospital could build a new chapel in the south wing, despite the fact the 

building will be closer to Mountain Boulevard than the by-law normally allows. 

Donna Finnerty, Mary Lou Commerford, 

Doreen Hemming, Lois White



2015 Reunion Day

Past Presidents of the Alumnae were recognized. 11 of 16 presidents attended the Reunion Day.

Elizabeth Herod’54, Charlotte Judson’58, Joan LaFortune’58, Linda Santoni’71A, Patricia Dowling’65, Jackie Wade’71A, 

Margaret Henderson’70, Dorothy Gleed’46, Katherine O’Sullivan’55, Margaret Simpson’58, Cheryl Gravelin’66

.Lorna Martin Matthews’54              1991 Newsletter 

Lorna Martin Matthews’54              1991 Newsletter

1970  - 1972    Lorna served on the Alumnae Executive on the Advisory Committee

1973 – 1975    Lorna served on the Executive as 1st Vice President 

1976 - 1979     Lorna served on the Executive as President 

1979 – 1980    Lorna served on the Executive as Past President. 

Phyllis Morelli’60      Dr Galloway      Lorna Martin Matthews’54

Lorna was Head Nurse, Renal Transplant Unit

R.T.U. opened in 1972

Written by 

Kathleen Byrne’55
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